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Abstract: This article explores the use of metaphorical language in 

Chinese political discourse, with a focus on the speeches of Xi Jinping. 
Metaphors are a powerful rhetorical tool that can shape perceptions, frame 
political ideologies, and enhance the persuasiveness of communication. Through 
a detailed analysis of Xi Jinping's speeches, this study examines how metaphors 
are employed to convey complex political concepts, reinforce national identity, 
and promote the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) agenda. The findings reveal 
that Xi's use of metaphorical language is strategic and multifaceted, serving to 
connect with the populace on an emotional level while elucidating the CCP's 
vision for China's future. This study contributes to the understanding of political 
language in China and highlights the significance of metaphor in political 
communication. 
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Introduction 
Metaphorical language, defined as the use of figurative expressions to 

describe one thing in terms of another, plays a crucial role in political discourse. 
It allows leaders to communicate complex ideas in a relatable and impactful 
manner. In the context of Chinese political discourse, metaphors are particularly 
significant due to their cultural resonance and ability to convey ideological 
messages succinctly. This article examines the metaphorical language used by 
Xi Jinping, the current General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party and 
President of the People's Republic of China. Xi's speeches are analyzed to 
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uncover the strategic use of metaphors in promoting political ideologies, 
reinforcing cultural values, and influencing public perception. 

The Role of Metaphors in Political Discourse 
Metaphors are more than just linguistic embellishments; they are 

fundamental to the way humans understand and interact with the world. In 
political discourse, metaphors shape how issues are framed and understood by 
the public [1]. They can simplify complex political concepts, evoke emotional 
responses, and establish a connection between the speaker and the audience. 
Metaphors can also serve as cognitive tools that influence how people perceive 
political realities [2]. 

In Chinese political discourse, metaphors often draw from classical 
literature, traditional Chinese philosophy, and historical narratives. This not only 
enhances their cultural significance but also embeds political messages within a 
familiar and respected context. Xi Jinping's use of metaphorical language 
reflects this tradition, aiming to connect deeply with Chinese cultural heritage 
while articulating the CCP's vision for the future. 

Analysis of Xi Jinping's Metaphorical Language 
1. The Chinese Dream (中国梦): 
One of the most prominent metaphors in Xi Jinping's speeches is the 

"Chinese Dream" (中国梦, zhōngguó mèng). This metaphor encapsulates the 
vision of national rejuvenation and prosperity. Xi uses the Chinese Dream to 
convey the idea of restoring China's historical greatness and achieving a 
prosperous future for all Chinese citizens [3]. The metaphor resonates with the 
public by invoking a collective aspiration for a better life and a stronger nation. 

2. Building a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind (人类命运共
同体): 

Another significant metaphor is the concept of building a "community 
with a shared future for mankind" (人类命运共同体, rénlèi mìngyùn 
gòngtóngtǐ). This metaphor emphasizes global cooperation and mutual benefit, 
positioning China as a leader in international affairs. By using this metaphor, Xi 
advocates for a world order that aligns with Chinese values and interests, 
promoting peace, development, and win-win cooperation [4]. 

3. The Great Wall of Iron (钢铁⻓城): 
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Xi Jinping frequently refers to the People's Liberation Army (PLA) as a 

"Great Wall of Iron" (钢铁⻓城, gāngtiě chángchéng). This metaphor draws on 

the historical symbol of the Great Wall, representing strength, security, and 
protection. It underscores the importance of a strong military in safeguarding 
China's sovereignty and territorial integrity. The metaphor is effective in 
conveying the message of military strength and national defense to both 
domestic and international audiences [5]. 

4. Navigating the Chinese Ship (中国的航船): 
The metaphor of navigating a ship is often used by Xi to describe the 

leadership and governance of the CCP. Phrases like "the Chinese ship" (中国的
航船, zhōngguó de hángchuán) and "steering the ship of state" are employed to 
depict the Party's role in guiding the nation through turbulent waters towards a 
stable and prosperous future [6]. This metaphor highlights the CCP's leadership 
and the importance of unity and direction in achieving national goals. 

Implementation and Impact 
1. Cultural Resonance: 
The metaphors used by Xi Jinping are deeply rooted in Chinese culture 

and history, which enhances their resonance with the public. By drawing on 
familiar symbols and narratives, these metaphors create a sense of continuity and 
legitimacy, reinforcing the CCP's ideological framework [7]. The cultural 
significance of these metaphors helps in garnering public support and fostering 
a shared national identity. 

2. Simplification of Complex Ideas: 
Metaphors simplify complex political concepts, making them more 

accessible to the general populace. For instance, the metaphor of the "Chinese 
Dream" distills the CCP's long-term goals into a single, easily understood phrase. 
This simplification is crucial in political communication, as it allows leaders to 
effectively convey their messages to a diverse audience [8]. 

3. Emotional Appeal: 
Metaphors have the power to evoke strong emotional responses. By using 

metaphors such as the "Great Wall of Iron," Xi taps into the collective pride and 
historical consciousness of the Chinese people. Emotional appeal is a powerful 
tool in political rhetoric, as it can mobilize public sentiment and inspire 
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collective action [9]. 
Challenges and Criticisms 
1. Overuse and Ambiguity: 
While metaphors can be powerful, their overuse can lead to ambiguity and 

vagueness. Critics argue that some of Xi Jinping's metaphors, such as the 
"Chinese Dream," can be interpreted in various ways, leading to confusion about 
the specific policy implications. Balancing metaphorical language with clear and 
concrete policy statements is essential to avoid misinterpretation [10]. 

2. Cultural Specificity: 
The cultural specificity of Xi's metaphors may limit their effectiveness in 

international contexts. Metaphors deeply rooted in Chinese culture and history 
may not resonate as strongly with global audiences. This presents a challenge 
for China's international communication strategy, requiring a careful balance 
between cultural authenticity and global relevance [11]. 

Conclusion 
Metaphorical language is a key element of Xi Jinping's political discourse, 

serving to convey complex ideas, evoke emotional responses, and reinforce 
cultural values. Through the strategic use of metaphors such as the "Chinese 
Dream," "Great Wall of Iron," and "navigating the Chinese ship," Xi effectively 
communicates the CCP's vision for China's future. While these metaphors have 
significant cultural resonance and persuasive power, their overuse and cultural 
specificity present challenges that must be addressed. Understanding the role and 
impact of metaphorical language in political discourse provides valuable insights 
into the mechanisms of political communication and the shaping of public 
perception in contemporary China. 
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